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Personal information  

First name/ Surname  Maria Mazza 

Address Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Piemonte, Liguria e Valle d’Aosta (IZSPLV), Via Bologna 148, 
10154, Torino, Italy 

Telephone +39 011 2686282   

Fax +39 011 2686322 

E-mail maria.mazza@izsto.it 
  

Nationality Italian 
  

Date of birth 25th July 1964 
  

Gender F 
  

Current qualifications Biologist at the Genetics and Immunobiochemistry Laboratory of IZSPLV  
  

Work experience 
 
 

November 2003 to present date  
Biologist manager at the National Reference Laboratory for Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies 
(CEA) – IZSPLV. 
 

Partecipation to evaluation, application and standardization of diagnostic screening tests and confirmatory  
methods, as required by the Regulation (EC) 999/2001 for the prevention, control and eradication of 
transmissible spongiform encephalopathies. 
 

Trainer and technical supporter of the staff within the Italian laboratories on the rapid screening tests
applied to the diagnosis of BSE and Scrapie.  
 

Participation in the activity of diagnostic confirmation and molecular characterization of BSE and Scrapie 
cases identified by the network of the IIZZSS laboratories. 
 
 
June 2000 – October 2003 
Fellow biologist  – CEA 
 

Research activity in a study pilot conducted in the Piedmont region on the acquisition and development of 
the rapid test "Prionics-Check" in order to operate, in according to the EC guidelines, an active surveillance 
of BSE in Italy. 
 
 
December 1993 – October 1997 
Researcher  - Istituto per la Cerealicoltura (QCE), Rome, Italy 
 

Research activities on the selection and the genetic improvement of wheat. 
 
 
January 1991 – August 1992 
Fellow biologist -  different hospitals in Rome and Turin  
 

Training on the different techniques applied for the clinical analyses and prenatal diagnosis. 

Education and training 
 

December 1997 
Specialization in Genetics Applied (70/70),  University “La Sapienza” of Rome, Italy 
 
November 1988  
Degree in “Biological Science” (110/110 cum laude) , University of Messina, Italy 
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Personal skills and 
competences 

Since 2000 she is working in the field of analytical techniques applied to diagnosis and molecular 
discrimination  of BSE and Scrapie strains. Particularly in recent years she has gained experience in 
new  highly sensitive amplification techniques for an ante-mortem diagnosis of the these prion disease. 
 
She has expertise in proteomic approaches, mainly by bi-dimensional electrophoresis (2DE), in different 
field regarding the animal health and food safety (allergens, anabolic treatments in veals). 
 
During last years she published scientific articles on these fields. 
 
High experience in the laboratory quality management system in according to the standard ISO 17025.  

Mother tongue(s) Italian 

Other language(s) English, fluent 

Technical skills and competences  High experience in immunobiochemical techniques applied to the diagnosis and characterization of TSE 
strains. 

 
 Experience in research project management. 

Computer skills and competences Operating  system – Windows.  
Microsoft Applications – Word, Excel, Power Point, Internet Explorer. 

Additional information Speaker at national congress on topics related to the diagnosis activity and the research. 

References Author or co-author of 21 scientific articles published on peer-reviewed international journals; of 17 
scientific articles published on national journals and more than 90 papers presented as posters in 
several national and international conferences.  
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