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Informazioni personali  

Cognome/Nome Caramelli Maria 
E-mail maria.caramelli@izsto.it 

Luogo e data di nascita Mondovì (CN) 8 febbraio 1958 

Esperienza professionale  
posizione ricoperta Direttore Generale f.f. 

Ente Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Piemonte, Liguria e Valle d Aosta  

posizione ricoperta Direttore Sanitario 

Ente Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Piemonte, Liguria e Valle d Aosta  

posizione ricoperta Responsabile della Struttura Complessa Neuroscienze  

Ente Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Piemonte, Liguria e Valle d Aosta  

posizione ricoperta Responsabile della Struttura Complessa Epidemiologia e Osservatorio Epidemiologico 

Ente Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Piemonte, Liguria e Valle d Aosta  

posizione ricoperta Responsabile Centro di Referenza Nazionale per le Encefalopatie Spongiformi (BSE) 

Ente Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Piemonte, Liguria e Valle d Aosta  

  

Istruzione  

 

Master di Formazione Manageriale per Direttore di Azienda Sanitaria con merito 

 

Scuola di Direzione in Sanità della Regione Lombardia, Milano - 2011 

 

Diploma dello European College of Veterinary Public Health    

 

University of Glasgow UK  2006 

 

Specializzazione in Ispezione degli Alimenti di Origine Animale con lode 

 

Università degli Studi di Torino - 1997 

 

Dottorato di Ricerca in Patologia Veterinaria Comparata 

 

Università degli Studi di Torino - 1990 

 

Laurea in Medicina Veterinaria con lode 

 

Università degli Studi di Torino - 1984 
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Cariche ricoperte  

 
Membro del Consiglio Scientifico dell Istituto Superiore di Sanità   

 
Membro del Consiglio Generale della Compagnia di San Paolo 

 
Membro del Consiglio di Amministrazione dell Università degli Studi di Catania 

 
Membro dell Accademia delle Scienze di Torino 

 
Membro del Centro Interdipartimentale di Studi Avanzati in Neuroscienze di Torino 

 
Membro del Comitato Scientifico della Fondazione per le Biotecnologie di Torino 

 
Membro dell Assemblea Consorzio Antidoping Regione Piemonte 

 

Membro del Consiglio Scientifico di Ecosystems Onlus 

 

Membro dello European College of Veterinary Public Health   

 

E stata inoltre: 

 

Membro della Commissione Ministeriale per le Encefalopatie Spongiformi Trasmissibili  

 

Vicepresidente della Società Italiana di Diagnostica Veterinaria   

Premi  

 

Premio AIDDA (Associazione Imprenditrici e Donne Dirigenti D'Azienda) anno 2005 

 

Premio BOGIANEN (Camera di Commercio di Torino) anno 2011 

Attività di Docenza  

 

Scuola di Specializzazione di Sanità Pubblica Veterinaria - Università di Torino 

 

Master Universitario di Sanità Pubblica Veterinaria - Università di Padova 

 

Master Universitario di Tecnologie nel Controllo degli Alimenti - Università di Genova 

 

Post-Graduate Course on Occupational Safety and Health in the Workplace I.L.O. Torino  

Pubblicazioni Autore di più di 130 pubblicazioni scientifiche su riviste nazionali ed internazionali, 

53 delle quali con Impact Factor (segue elenco delle principali pubblicazioni) 

 

Acutis PL, Martucci F, D'Angelo A, Peletto S, Colussi S, Maurella C, Porcario C, Iulini B, Mazza M, 
Dell'atti L, Zuccon F, Corona C, Martinelli N, Casalone C, Caramelli M, Lombardi G. Resistance to 
classical scrapie in experimentally challenged goats carrying mutation K222 of the prion protein gene. 
Vet Res. 2012 Feb 1;43(1):8. [Epub ahead of print] 

 

Peletto S, Bertuzzi S, Campanella C, Modesto P, Maniaci MG, Bellino C, Ariello D, Quasso A, 
Caramelli M, Acutis PL. Evaluation of internal reference genes for quantitative expression analysis by 
real-time PCR in ovine whole blood. Int J Mol Sci. 2011;12(11):7732-47. Epub 2011 Nov 9 

 

Iulini B, Maurella C, Pintore MD, Vallino Costassa E, Corbellini D, Porcario C, Pautasso A, Salata C, 
Gelmetti D, Avanzato T, Palù G, D'Angelo A, Caramelli M, Casalone C. Ten years of BSE surveillance 
in Italy: Neuropathological findings in clinically suspected cases. Res Vet Sci. 2011 Nov 12. [Epub 
ahead of print] 

 

Porcario C, Hall SM, Martucci F, Corona C, Iulini B, Perazzini AZ, Acutis P,Hamir AN, Loiacono CM, 
Greenlee JJ, Richt JA, Caramelli M, Casalone C. Evaluation of two sets of immunohistochemical and 
Western blot confirmatory methods in the detection of typical and atypical BSE cases. BMC Res Notes. 
2011 Sep 29;4:376. 

 

Bozzetta E, Pezzolato M, Maurella C, Varello K, Richelmi GB, Draisci R,Ferranti C, D'Angelo A, 
Caramelli M. Development of an enhanced histopathological approach to detect low-dose 
dexamethasone illicit treatment in veal calves. Food Addit Contam Part A Chem Anal Control Expo Risk 
Assess. 2011 Sep;28(9):1187-92. Epub 2011 Aug 1.  

 

Ferranti C, Quadri FD, Palleschi L, Marchiafava C, Pezzolato M, Bozzetta E, Caramelli M, Draisci R. 
Studies on the presence of natural and synthetic corticosteroids in bovine urine. Steroids. 2011 
May;76(6):616-25. Epub 2011 Mar 4 



Pagina 3 / 5 - Curriculum vitae di 
Caramelli Maria    

  
Peletto S, Zuccon F, Pitti M, Gobbi E, Marco LD, Caramelli M, Masoero L, Acutis PL. Detection and 
phylogenetic analysis of an atypical pestivirus, strain IZSPLV_To. Res Vet Sci. 2012 Feb;92(1):147-50. 
Epub 2010 Nov 19. 

 
Meloni D, Varello K, Pezzolato M, Manzardo E, Cavarretta MC, Ingravalle F, Caramelli M, Bozzetta E. 
Effect of autolysis on the specificity of bovine spongiform encephalopathy rapid tests. BMC Res Notes. 
2010 Jul 14;3:193 

 
Bolognesi ML, Ai Tran HN, Staderini M, Monaco A, López-Cobeñas A, Bongarzone S, Biarnés X, 
López-Alvarado P, Cabezas N, Caramelli M, Carloni P, Menéndez JC, Legname G. Discovery of a 
class of diketopiperazines as antiprion compounds. ChemMedChem. 2010 Aug 2;5(8):1324-34. 

 

Mazza M, Iulini B, Vaccari G, Acutis PL, Martucci F, Esposito E, Peletto S, Barocci S, Chiappini B, 
Corona C, Barbieri I, Caramelli M, Agrimi U, Casalone C, Nonno R. Co-existence of classical scrapie 
and Nor98 in a sheep from an Italian outbreak. Res Vet Sci. 2009 Dec 21.  

 

Peletto S, Perucchini M, Acín C, Dalgleish MP, Reid HW, Rasero R, Sacchi P, Stewart P, Caramelli M, 
Ferroglio E, Bozzetta E, Meloni D, Orusa R, Robetto S, Gennero S, Goldmann W, Acutis PL. Genetic 
variability of the prion protein gene (PRNP) in wild ruminants from Italy and Scotland. J Vet Sci. 2009 
Jun;10(2):115-20 

 

Martucci F, Acutis P, Mazza M, Nodari S, Colussi S, Corona C, Barocci S, Gabrielli A, Caramelli M, 
Casalone C, Moroncini G. Detection of typical and atypical bovine spongiform encephalopathy and 
scrapie prion strains by prion protein motif-grafted antibodies. J Gen Virol. 2009 Apr;90(Pt 4):1048-53 

 

Acutis PL, Peletto S, Grego E, Colussi S, Riina MV, Rosati S, Mignone W, Caramelli M. Comment on 
Comparative genomic analysis of the whale (Pseudorca crassidens) PRNP locus Genome. 2008 

Dec;51(12):1062.  

 

Colussi S, Vaccari G, Maurella C, Bona C, Lorenzetti R, Troiano P, Casalinuovo F, Di Sarno A, Maniaci 
MG, Zuccon F, Nonno R, Casalone C, Mazza M, Ru G, Caramelli M, Agrimi U, Acutis PL. Histidine at 
codon 154 of the prion protein gene is a risk factor for Nor98 scrapie in goats. J Gen Virol. 2008 
Dec;89(Pt 12):3173-6.  

 

Campolo M, Lucente MS, Mari V, Elia G, Tinelli A, Laricchiuta P, Caramelli M, Nava D, Buonavoglia C, 
Decaro N. Malignant catarrhal fever in a captive American bison (Bison bison) in Italy. J Vet Diagn Invest. 
2008 Nov;20(6):843-6.  

 

Iulini B, Cantile C, Mandara MT, Maurella C, Loria GR, Castagnaro M, Salvatori C, Porcario C, Corona C, 
Perazzini AZ, Maroni A, Caramelli M, Casalone C. Neuropathology of italian cats in feline spongiform 
encephalopathy surveillance. Vet Pathol. 2008 Sep;45(5):626-33.  

 

Comoy EE, Casalone C, Lescoutra-Etchegaray N, Zanusso G, Freire S, Marcé D, Auvré F, Ruchoux MM, 
Ferrari S, Monaco S, Salès N, Caramelli M, Leboulch P, Brown P, Lasmézas CI, Deslys JP. Atypical 
BSE (BASE) transmitted from asymptomatic aging cattle to a primate. PLoS ONE. 2008 Aug 
20;3(8):e3017.  

 

Lombardi G, Casalone C, D' Angelo A, Gelmetti D, Torcoli G, Barbieri I, Corona C, Fasoli E, Farinazzo 
A, Fiorini M, Gelati M, Iulini B, Tagliavini F, Ferrari S, Caramelli M, Monaco S, Capucci L, Zanusso G. 
Intraspecies transmission of BASE induces clinical dullness and amyotrophic changes. PLoS Pathog. 
2008 May 23;4(5) 

 

Varello K, Pezzolato M, Mascarino D, Ingravalle F, Caramelli M, Bozzetta E. Comparison of histologic 
techniques for the diagnosis of bovine tuberculosis in the framework of eradication programs. 
J Vet Diagn Invest. 2008 Mar;20(2):164-9. 

 

Kong Q, Zheng M, Casalone C, Qing L, Huang S, Chakraborty B, Wang P, Chen F, Cali I, Corona C, 
Martucci F, Iulini B, Acutis P, Wang L, Liang J, Wang M, Li X, Monaco S, Zanusso G, Zou WQ, 
Caramelli M, Gambetti P. Evaluation of the human transmission risk of an atypical bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy prion strain. J Virol. 2008 Apr;82(7):3697-701. 

 

Acutis PL, Colussi S, Santagada G, Laurenza C, Maniaci MG, Riina MV, Peletto S, Goldmann W, 
Bossers A, Caramelli M, Cristoferi I, Maione S, Sacchi P, Rasero R. Genetic variability of the PRNP 
gene in goat breeds from Northern and Southern Italy. J Appl Microbiol. 2008 Jan 23.  

 

Ru G, Maurella C, Ponti AM, Ingravalle F, Caramelli M. Epidemiological study of the decline of BSE in 
Italy. Vet Rec. 2007 Oct 13;161(15):511-4. 



Pagina 4 / 5 - Curriculum vitae di 
Caramelli Maria    

  
Hosokawa T., Tsuchiyaa K.,  Satoa I., Takeyamaa N., Uedaa S.,  Tagawab Y., Kimurab K.M., 
Nakamurac I., Wuc G., Sakudoc A., Casalone C., Mazza M., Caramelli M.,  Takahashif H., Sataf T., 
Sugiurag K.,  Bajh A., Toniolo A., Onodera T. A monoclonal antibody (1D12) defines novel distribution 
patterns of prion protein (PrP) as granules in nucleus. Biochemical and Biophysical Research 
Communications. Biochem Biophys Res Commun. 2007 Dec 7 

 
Spiropoulos J, Casalone C, Caramelli M, Simmons MM. Immunohistochemistry for PrPSc in natural 
scrapie reveals patterns which are associated with the PrP genotype. Neuropathol Appl Neurobiol. 2007 
Aug;33(4):398-409. 

 
Beringue V, Andreoletti O, Le Dur A, Essalmani R, Vilotte JL, Lacroux C, Reine F, Herzog L, Biacabe AG, 
Baron T, Caramelli M, Casalone C, Laude H. (2007) A bovine prion acquires an epidemic bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy strain-like phenotype on interspecies transmission. J Neurosci. 2007 Jun 
27;27(26):6965-71. 

 

Acutis PL, Peletto S, Grego E, Colussi S, Riina MV, Rosati S, Mignone W, Caramelli M. (2007) 
Comparative analysis of the prion protein (PrP) gene in cetacean species. Gene. May 1;392(1-2):230-8. 
Epub 2007 Jan 12. 

 

Capobianco R, Casalone C, Suardi S, Mangieri M, Miccolo C, Limido L, Catania M, Rossi G, Fede GD, 
Giaccone G, Bruzzone MG, Minati L, Corona C, Acutis P, Gelmetti D, Lombardi G, Grosch9up MH, 
Buschmann A, Zanusso G, Monaco S, Caramelli M, Tagliavini F. (2007)Conversion of the BASE Prion 
Strain into the BSE Strain: The Origin of BSE? PLoS Pathog. 2007 Mar 9;3(3):e31 [Epub ahead of print] 

 

Jacobs JG, Langeveld JP, Biacabe AG, Acutis PL, Polak MP, Gavier-Widen D, Buschmann A, Caramelli 
M, Casalone C, Mazza M, Groschup M, Erkens JH, Davidse A, van Zijderveld FG, Baron T. (2007) 
Molecular discrimination of atypical bovine spongiform encephalopathies from a wide geographical region 
in Europe. J Clin Microbiol. 2007 Jun;45(6):1821-9. Epub 2007 Apr 18 

 

Acutis PL, Martucci F, Mazza M, Nodari S, Maurella C. Ru G, Casalone C, Caramelli M (2006)  
Molecular typing of small ruminant TSE cases from Italian outbreaks. Vet Rec 159: 746-7 

 

Bozzetta E, Nappi R, Ru G, Negro M, Maurella C, Caramelli M (2006) Evaluation of an enzyme 
immunoassay for the detection of central nervous system tissue contamination at the slaughterhouse J 
Food Prot 69: 2289-92    

 

Caramelli M, Ru G, Acutis PL, Forloni G (2006) Prion Diseases: Current understanding of Epidemiology 
and Pathogenesis, and Therapeutic Advances. CNS Drugs, 20, (1):15-28  

 

Acutis PL, Bossers A, Priem J, Riina MV, Peletto S, Mazza M, Casalone C, Forloni G, Ru G, Caramelli 
M (2006) Identification of prion protein gene polymorphisms in goats from Italian scrapie outbreaks J 
Gen Virol  87:1029-1033 

 

Acutis PL, Martucci F, Mazza M, Peletto S, Iulini B, Corona C, Bozzetta E, Casalone C, Caramelli M 
(2006) A case of scrapie in a sheep carrying the lysine-171 allele of the prion protein gene  Arch Virol 
151, :1875-80 

 

Casalone C, Caramelli M, Crescio MI, Spencer YI, Simmons S (2006) BSE  immunohistochemical 
patterns in the brainstem: a comparison  between UK and Italian cases. Acta Neuropath Apr 111 : 444-9 

 

D Angelo A, Maurella C, Bona C, Borrelli A, Caramelli M, Careddu E, Jaggy A, Ru G (2006) 
Assessment of clinical criteria to diagnosis of scrapie in Italy  Vet J PMID 16884935 

 

Corona C, Casalone C, Acutis PL, Crescio MI, Martucci F, Iulini B, Florio C, Gazzuola P, Bona C, Ru G, 
Caramelli M (2006) Detection of Pathological Prion Protein in the tongue of sheep infected with natural 
occurring scrapie Vet Res Comm 1: 239-40 

 

Magri G, Clerici M, Dall Ara P, Biasin M, Caramelli M, Casalone C, Giannino ML, Longhi R, Piacentini L, 
Bella SD, Gazzuola P, Martino P A, Pollera C, Puricelli M, Servida F, Crescio I, Boasso A, Ponti W, Poli 
G (2005) Decrease in pathology and progression of scrapie after immunisation with synthetic prion 
protein peptides in hamster. Vaccine, 22 :2862-2868 

 

Matucci A, Zanusso G, Gelati M, Farinazzo A, Fiorini M, Ferrari S, Andrighetto G, Cestari T, Caramelli M, 
Negro A, Morbin M, Chiesa R, Monaco S, Tridente G. (2005) Analysis of mammalian scrapie protein by 
novel monoclonal antibodies recognizing distinct prion protein glycoforms: an immunoblot and 
immunohistochemical study at the light and electron microscopic levels. Brain Research Bulletin 
15;65:155-62 
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Nappi R, Bozzetta E, Serra R, Grattarola C, Decastelli L, Florio C, Caramelli M (2005): Molecular 
Characterization of Listeria monocytogenes Strains Associated with Outbreaks of Listeriosis in Humans 
and Ruminants and Food Products by Serotyping and Automated Ribotyping. Vet Res Comm 29 , 2:249-
52. 

 
Casalone C, Corona C, Crescio MI, Martucci F, Mazza M, Ru G, Bozzetta E, Acutis PL, Caramelli M 
(2005) Pathological Prion Protein in the tongues of sheep infected with naturally occurring scrapie. J Virol 
79: 5847-9  

 
Casalone C, Zanusso G, Acutis P, Ferrari S, Capucci L, Tagliavini F,Monaco S, Caramelli M (2004) 
Identification of a second bovine amyloidotic spongiform encephalopathy. Molecular similarities with 
sporadic Creutzfeldt Jakob disease. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A 101:3065-3070  

 

Pollera C, Caramelli M, Giannino ML, Martino PA, Puricelli M, Casalone C, Gazzuola P, Poli G. (2004) 
Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathy (TSE): vaccinal approach using the hamster model .Vet Res 
Commun 1:303-6.  

 

Bozzetta E, Acutis PL, Martucci F, Nappi R, Casalone C, Mazza M, Caramelli M (2004) Evaluation of 
rapid test for the diagnosis of transmissible spongiform encephalopathies in sheep and goats. Acta 
Neuropathol, 6 107:559-562 

 

Acutis PL, Sbaiz L, Verburg F, Riina MV, Ru G, Moda G, Caramelli M, Bossers A. (2004) Low frequency 
of the scrapie resistance-associated allele and presence of lysine-171 allele of the prion protein gene in 
Italian Biellese ovine breed. J Gen  Virol, 85:3165-72. 

 

Bozzetta E, Caramelli M, Casalone C, Acutis PL, Ru G (2003): BSE surveillance in Italy: 
neuropathological findings in cattle in the frame of the passive surveillance programme. J Vet Med Phys 
Pathol Clin Med 50: 48-9 

 

Zanusso G, Casalone C, Acutis P, Bozzetta E, Farinazzo E, Gelati M, Fiorini M, Forloni G, Sy MS, 
Monaco S, Caramelli M (2003) Molecular Analysis of iatrogenic scrapie in Italy. J Gen Virol 84:1047-52 

 

Caramelli M, Acutis P, Bozzetta E, Casalone C, Gagna C, Ingravalle F, Ru G (2003) The role of the 
Center of Animal Encephalopathies  in the BSE surveillance: the BSE in Italy. Vet Res Comm 27 Suppl 
1:29-30 

 

Caramelli M, Acutis PL, Bozzetta E, Casalone C, Gagna C, Ru G (2003) Bovine Spongiform 
Encephalopathy in Italian Herds. Vet Rec 153:711-2 

 

Forloni G, Iussich S, Awan T, Colombo L, Angeretti N, Girola L, Bertani I, Poli G, Caramelli M, Bruzzone 
MG, Farina L, Limido L, Rossi G, Giaccone G, Ironside JW, Bugiani O, Salmona M, Tagliavini F (2002): 
Tetracyclines affect prion infectivity. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci 6,99:10849-54 

 

Caramelli M, Ru G, Casalone C, Bozzetta E., Acutis PL, Calella A, Forloni G (2001): Evidence for the 
transmission of scrapie to sheep and goats from a vaccine against Mycoplasma agalactiae.   Vet Rec , 
148, 531-536 

 

Agrimi U, Ru G, Cardone F, Pocchiari M, Caramelli M (1999):  Epidemic of  Transmissible spongiform 
encephalopathy in sheep and goats in Italy. Lancet, 353,560-561. 

 

Torino 6 luglio 2012         Maria Caramelli 
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